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ABSTRACT 
Eruptive vellus hair cyst is a rare follicular 

developmental abnormality of vellus hair follicle.It 

is usually seen in children,but can occur at any 

age.Most common site is the chest region. Local 

excision is the treatment of choice. We report the 

case of a 66 year old male presented with multiple 

papules over the face.Histopathological examination 

of one of the papule was done and the diagnosis of 

eruptive vellus hair cyst was made. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
Eruptive vellushair cysts are small papules 

containing vellushairs.They are likely to be familial 

when they occur in early childhood.Usual site  of 

the lesion is central chest.Both sexes are equally 

affected.It is a developmental abnormality of vellus 

hair follicle that predispose them to occlusion at 

infundibular level which results in retension of hair 

,cystic dilatation of proximal part of the follicle and 

secondary atrophy of the hair bulb.In the present 

study,a case report of a man with eruptive vellus 

hair cyst of face is discussed.  

 

II. CASE REPORT 
A 66 year old male with past history of 

Type II diabetes mellitus presented to the 

dermatology OPD with multiple brown to black 

coloured swellings over face since one year.No pain 

or increase in the size of the swelling was noted .No 

similar history was present in the family.A clinical 

diagnosis of naevus was made.Excision biopsy was 

taken from one of the papule below left orbital 

region.Histopathological examination showed skin 

with mid dermis showing multiple cysts lined by 

stratified squamous epithelium containing laminated 

keratin material and varying number of transversely 

and obliquely cut hairshafts.The final diagnosis was 

given as eruptive vellus hair cyst and the patient is 

kept under follow up. 

 

Microscopy 

 
Fig 1(10x) 



 

 

International Journal Dental and Medical Sciences Research 

Volume 2, Issue 1, pp: 12-13        www.ijdmsrjournal.com        ISSN: 2582-6018 

                                      

 

 

 

DOI: 10.35629/5252-45122323     | Impact Factor value 6.18   | ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal            Page 13 

 
fig.2 (40x) 

Fig 1&2 : cyst lined by stratified squamous epithelium containing laminated keratin material and vellus hair. 

 

III. DISCUSSION 
Eruptive vellushair cyst was first described 

in 1977.It is a rare follicular developmental 

abnormality of vellus hair follicle.The most 

common site is chest.The condition is usually seen 

in children and young adults but can develop at any 

age.Autosomal dominant inheritance has been 

described. The condition is characterized by 

multiple, small dome shaped papules,soft to firm in 

consistency ,ranging in size from 1 to2mm with 

central puncta ,umbilication or a hyperkeratotic 

crust. 

Histologically,EVHCs  consists of multiple 

cysts located in the mid dermis lined by stratified 

squamous epithelium containing laminated 

keratinous material and varying number of 

transversely and obliquely cut vellushairs.The close 

differential diagnosis is steatocystoma multiplex and 

infundibularcysts.The cyst of steatocystoma 

multiplex arises in the sebaceous duct and has an 

eosinophilic lining to the cyst wall with an absent 

granular layer and it also containssebaceous glands 

or sebocytes arising within the cyst wall. 

Cytokeratin studies showed that EVHC expresses 

cytokeratin 17  butsteatocystoma express both 

Cytokeratin 10 and 17. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 
Eruptive vellus hair cyst is rare condition 

having resemblance to other pilosebaceouscysts  in 

which histopathological examination plays an 

important role in establishing definitive diagnosis 

and  proper management of the patient. 
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